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Statement by Minister for Education 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Minister for Education) [10.05 am]: Mr President, 2015 
has been a major year of reform in education in Western Australia with year 7s moving to secondary settings, the 
expansion of the independent public schools initiative, the implementation of the new student-centred funding 
model and a revised Western Australian Certificate of Education. In addition to these reforms, the  
Liberal–National government has continued to progress the $48.7 million child and parent centre initiative, 
which has resulted in the establishment of 16 centres in vulnerable communities throughout the state. Five of 
these centres are located in regional communities, with the remaining 11 located in the metropolitan area. The 
aim of the initiative is to improve the development, early learning, health and wellbeing of children ranging in 
age from pre-birth to eight years, with a focus on pre-birth to four years. Although each centre is located at 
a particular school, the services they provide are for everyone in the community and surrounding areas, including 
families whose children attend neighbouring schools. The centres offer coordinated programs and wraparound 
services such as child health checks, kindergarten transition programs, therapy services, parenting classes, parent 
literacy support, early intervention and numeracy programs for preschoolers and rhyme time programs and 
playgroups. The child and parent centre initiative is a key component of the state government’s focus on early 
intervention, which includes making preprimary compulsory since 2013 and placing a greater emphasis on the 
early years of schooling through the new student-centred funding model. All 16 centres are operational, with the 
building program for the first 10 centres completed and facilities officially opened in the following locations: 
South Hedland Primary School, Carey Park Primary School in Bunbury, Calista Primary School, Challis Early 
Childhood Education Centre in Armadale, Brookman Primary School in Langford, Westminster Junior Primary 
School, Roseworth Primary School in Girrawheen, Warriapendi Primary School in Balga, Dudley Park Primary 
School in Mandurah and Neerabup Primary School in Banksia Grove. The remaining six centres, all new 
buildings, are on track to be completed in the second half of this year. They are located at East Maddington 
Primary School, East Waikiki Primary School, Gosnells Primary School, Mount Lockyer Primary School in 
Albany, Rangeway Primary School in Geraldton and Wilson Park Primary School in Collie. 

The initiative is being implemented in partnership with a number of government departments and non-
government community services sector organisations. The non-government organisations operating the centres 
are developing strong working relationships with local surrounding schools, government and non-government 
agencies. Although all 16 centres are operational, data collected from the first full year’s activities at the initial 
10 centres has shown that, in 2014, over 300 programs and services were provided, recording in excess of 
13 000 participants. In the long term, the expectation is to increase families’ capability to provide rich learning 
environments for their children, and increased accessibility to programs and services through a more integrated 
service delivery approach by government and non-government providers. An independent evaluation of the 
program has commenced, and will finish at the end of 2016. The outcomes of the evaluation will inform 
decisions on the future directions of this initiative. I will share the findings with the Legislative Council once 
they are completed. As outlined in the Premier’s Statement last week, the commitment to child and parent 
centres is one of the most important the Liberal–National government has made to ensure that children who are 
most at risk of falling through the cracks are given the very best start in life and at school. 
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